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WINTER 1998'[b heserve, Proiect
and Improve the
Unique Ecosgistems
of Merrymeeting Bay.

Cons€rvation & Stewardship
Protecting traditional aonservation
resourc€s through private and public
ownershiD. easements and steward'

Friends of Mefiymeeting Bay is a
501€3 nonprof it organization.
Support comes ftom memtters, tax-
deductible donafions and gants-

Education
H4nds fuound the Bay, speaker se'
ri€s, fi€ld trips.

ship.

M€mbershii, Ev€ntt
Swan Island picnic, paddl€ todrs of
ihe Bay, field tips, cons€rvation meet
ings, poduck supp€rs and shoreltne
clean ups.

Research and Advocacy .
Water quality, data collection, toxics,
f isheries restoration.

1997 Steelins Committ€e
Frank Bunoughs, Bowdoinham
Dana Cary, Topsham
Susan Fides, Brunsurick
Ed Friedman. Bowdoinham
Steve Hammond, Bath
Kathleen Kenny, Dresden
Esther Lacognata, Topsham
Bob Lenna, Bowdoinham
Don and Joan Lipfert. Woolwich
Pai M"lone9, Topsham
Tenley Meara, Topsham
Jay Robbins, Richmond
Karin Tilberg, Bowdoinham
Warren Whitney, Bowdoinham

Executive DiPctor
Betsy Ham, Bowdoinham

Web Sit€
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I I tow, WHAT A GRFAT YFAR lor
VV your organrzatron as it has contin-
ued to effectively work for Merryheeting
Ba9. ln November I r€ceiv€d a r€ally
wonderful letter ftom former FOMB chair
Nancy Churchiu who noied "... White I
havenl bem an aciive participant for the
pasi couple of yea6, I've kept an eye on
whafs been going on- I've seen all th€
informational seririnars you've held, the
jointly sponsored local initiatives, the get
iogethers and the fact that FOMB has
quite obviously b€come a stabl€, int€-,
$ated, community organization... lfs not
just the volume of initiaiiv€s that the
group has been engaged in, It's the tone
and community flqvor of what you'v€
dbne.. ." .

This is wonderful to hear and as I l,iok
back at 19971 indeed see rnany accom-
plishrnents thai we can all be proud of. I
will touch on j\rst some highlights.here.

Oul land conservation prograrn has
protecled anothey approximatelg 50
acres of high value habiiat around th€
Bay ( see article botiom pag€ 1). We still

have over 200 acres of easements in the
pipelin€ and I am adremel9 grat€ful for
th€ vision and generosiiy ihes€ donors

We haye placed a priority on wat€i
qqality reseaich and protectioi this year.
Consultant ecologist Ann€ Hayd€n was
hir€d ill March io wotk on an assessment
pf water qualitg ih the Bay and provid€
recommendations for tbe future. This
work "Merrymeeting Bay: An Envnon-'mental 

Review" ias r:vell as an annotated
bibliography) is hot off the pr€ss (see ar'

. continued ot page 2

EASEMENTS OBTAINED ON THE ABAGADASSET
AND EASTERN RIVER

THE AaAGADASSET RNER1700 F€Er oF SHoRELTNE PRorEcrED

n BLUE HERON stands on th€ i.e
fa just b€low the mill pond ai head of
tide on the Abagadasset. Underneath this
ice and snow unseen bV us bui recdnili
docurnented by the Nature Conservancy
in a suNey of the area lie rare and en-
dangered mud plants includiiqg Estuary
Bur-Marigold, Pygm$reed and Estuary
Monkey Flower. These plants coupled
wiih ihe {act thatlhis area is raied as high
est value habiiat by ihe U.S. Fish and
Wldlif€ Service makes lhis shorelin€ par-
ticularly valuable.

John Detweiler and Fran Leyman
wished to protect their valuable shore'
line fiom development and to ihat end

theg have generously allowed Rlends of
Mefilnieeting Bay to obtain an easement
on tbeir rK) acres at the head of tide on

. th€ Abagadass€1 River protectins 1?00
feet of shorefronl forever. The ease.r€nt
will allow for one house io be built o.n a
part of the prop.erty far away from the
river and ihe rest \rrill remain fof€ver wild.

In obtaining this €as€m€nt Friends of
Merrymeeting Biy received technical,
legal, and financial assistance from The
Nature Consewancy. We are particularly
grat€tuI to Will Brune, Land Ptoieciion
Specialist for the Conservancy, who
worked with us throwhout ih€ project.

contiaued on page 6
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tiile pag€ 5). It is availabl€ oo request
and willfind it's way onto our web site in
due time. fu an aclive participant in the
Coalition lor a Dioxin Fre€ Maine's battle
to enact iotallgchlorine {re; bleaching re,
quirements for Main€'s pulp mills we lost
ihe battle to Govetnor King's legislation.
There is a good chance howeverthatthe
Governor's legislation would noi have
been inhoduc€d had ours nol ailready
been so. As we heard from around the
country th€ level of nationwide debate
over the discharE€ of didxin and 'is health
eftects has been elevated tremendously
by our efforts here in Maine. Our fish con,
sumption advisories posted in Augusi
received ercelleni publici& including ar
ticles picked up by the Associaied pr€ss.

tu a longiime active supporter ofth€
Kenn€bec Coalition we wete ecstatic lat€
in the year io h€ar that the Federal En-
ergy and Regulatory Commission
(FERC) had recommended ihe disman-
tling of Edwards Dam. While app€als
from ihe hydro indush'9 are I'kely, most
all the powers that be in th€ siaie sup
port removal. Coalition pariners the
Natural Resource Council ol Maine. Af
lantic Salmon Federation, Trout Unlim-
iied and American Rivers deserve our
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Mertymeeting Nezus
is{he newsletter oi Friends.of
Merrymeeting Bay, PO. Box
233, Richmond, Maine 04357;
and is publlshed seasonally.
Merrymeeting News is senllo
FOMB members and other
friends of the Bay. For informalion
call Betsy Ham, Execltive
Director 666 3376.

deepest ihartk for years of effori and
reams of iestimoni.

We have been working hard thisyear
in ihe area of €ducaiio.. Our speaker.
series has continued iobe a success with
standing room only at a couple of the
preseniaiions. Word seems io be spread-
ing ihat these ar€ very interesting eve,
nings. Many ihanks are du€ both to
'Bowdoin College Environmental Studies
Program and iatagonia in Freeport for
continued support. Our Hands Around
ihe Bay program produced a Resource
Directory (a human resource guide for
teachers) and a Site Dir€ctbrywith infoF
mation on public ar€as around tie Bay
including sugilesied student activiiies.
Many voluni€ers have almost complet€d
transforming the important 1975 Re€d
and D'Andfea basel ine Study
"Me[yme€ting .Bay". long out o{ print,
inio digiial format for publication on our
web site.

We }ad another successful spring
clean up with iheMain€ Island Trail As-
sociation {MITA) yieldins about4600 lbs.
of d€bris showingprogress from the pre-
vious year Don'i forgei tojoin us for ihis
years clean up io b€ h€ld in May. .

We could not have been as success-
ful this year without formins partnerships
wiih manygroups. Som€ I've mentioned
above bui others include: The State Plan- .
ning Office, Maine Division of Inland
Fish€ries and Wildlife,. United Siates Fish
and Wildlife S€rvice, Maine Coast H€ri-
iage Trust, The Nahrre Conservancy,
Bowdoinham Community School, and
the Community ol Learners. ii takes
many partnerships io make positive
.change and I believe we are successfully
creating some enduring r€laiionships to
this end.

Financially we hav€ again closed out
the year in excellent shape (see teasur-
ers report page 3). This year would not
have been possibie wiihoui good work-
jng relationships bebleen nyself, Betsy
Ham who has completed her first year
doing a wonderful job as Executive Di,

r€cior, our Sieering Committee and all
o{ 9ou who participat€d in many ways.
Lets all pai ourselves on the back.

Let me sign off wiih hro important
challeng€s to gou:
1 . lf you have any interesi in protecting
your land around the Bay now is the time
to talk to us and make a commitment. ln
April of this year, the Maine Wetland
Coalition of which we are a pafinar will
b€ applying for land protectjon monies
for Menlmeeiing Bay through the fed-
etal North American Waterlowl Manage-
ment Plan $ant. If successtuL, tunding will
be received equal io ihe value of both
conservation easements held now, and
those commiimenis.for (near) future
€asements- If you act now Merrymeeiing
Bay will in efl€ct benefit iwice from youi
generous gift of a conservation eas€ment,
orcLbnpro&criorrolygltr land and agqin
by the use of the value of that eas€ment .
as a match to protect future land. Please
call Betsy now lor more intormation.
2. Membership inakes us shonger help-
ing us fufil our mission in a more able
fashion. Wev€ set a goai of 300 mem-
bers for 1998. If you agree with me that
w€ offer great value for the.money
(paddle tours, cleanupr, sieaker sedes,
Swan Island overnight,  curr iculum
guides, newsletters, Auction etc.), ar€
doing a great job a6 sole advocate for the
Bay, and ar€ expert ai doihg a lot with a
Iittl€, lhen ask your friends and neighbojs
to join usor consider a gift membership
to those interested ftiends and relatives.
I thank you all foi your continued sup-
pon.

Respectfully Yours,

IN

Ed Friedman
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TIDINGSA,VINTER
I  f  JHEREVER THEY oCcUR,
V V EAGLES have always been rccos-

nized a6 the king of birds, the supreme
avian predaior. This is paJdy becaise of
thefu position on the food chain. and
partly because ihey are by then nahfe
so conspicuous. They dont. hunt from
ambush oiunder the cover of darknecs;
their way of doing business commands
attention-

To s€e what this bird has meani to the
human imagination, you only have to
look at coins and stamps and national
insignia and aibal totems. The Roman
legions suMued Europe under it! a€gis;
the armies ofNapoleon appropriated ihe
same emblem for the same purpose. We
all know how in this couniry, Benjamin
Franklin algued that ihe:€agle was too
imperial in its associations and its actual
behavior to represent a utopian d€moCl
racy. He did not admile the way th€
€agle, like an aristocratic overlord,
robbed the honest, laboring osprey of iis
catch; h€ did not like the tow€ring arro-
gance of iis flight, beneath which less€r
birds quail€d in terror.

In Greek and Roman mihology, the
eagl€ had bepn the mascoi of Jove, the
god whos€ reign brdught on the Iron Ase,
and gave humankind tie technology to
achieve an unprecedented power over
natur€ at the cost of an unprecedenied
alienation {iom ii, What we think of as
history began then, accordins to th€
in!1hs. and it wa! a story of crimes and
reprisals, wals and rcvoluiions, tlnannies
and usurpations, in an escalating and
apparendy unending cycle. Franklin, like
many of our Founding Fathers, hop€d
ihat America could live innocerit and
apart from that terrible history, but of
couis€ the hope was naiv€, antiquated
even b€f_ore he conceived it.

In our iime, most Americans have
never seen our national symbol in the
flesh, and know it chiefl9 throiigh its rep
resentation on the ubiquitous and om
nipoient do ar bill. But thos€ oI us wbo
are lucky enough and smart €nough to
hang out around ihe Bay se€ it quite
regularly. The sight never becomes rou,
tine; it'a hard to pay much attention io
anything else when th€r€ is an eagle in
the offing. In receni winters, ihe Depart-
rnent of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife has
occasionally put a road-kill€d deer out
on the ice, and thAngou may s€e as mang
as five or six congregated around it. most

FOMB TREASURERS
REPORT I997of them dark, ominous,looking immatur€

birds- As winter passes on into rvhat is
nominally spring.. the prenuptial flight
of an adult pair is not to be miss€d----a
game of mock combat and aerial tag be-
i'tr'e€n tlro enomous birds, iust above ihe
tr€etops. What this spectacle wiJl prodr.rce,
if a[ goes according io plan, is 9ggs.

And if all continues to go according
to plan, by.Augusi you will be watching
a big, surly, dark-all'over young bird, tull-
Iledged and tuIl-grown, crouching on a
limb near the nesi and yebing piteously
whenever an adult shows up, an alewife
or a small stip€r in its talons. The adult
perohes in an adjacent iree and cocks its
head, eyeing first the young bird and then
the fish it holds pinned asainst ihe
branch.

The eagles and the fish are what wir
can see. What we cannot see are toxins -
mercury, PCBS, and dioxin ihat have'shown 

up alarmingly ih receat yea$.
They are concentrated in th€ alewife, fur,
ther conc€ntated in the striper, and have
reached levels of unprecedented concen-
tration in the eagles and eagleis- Some
of these toxins are tnaeable iri their ori.
gin; bui many are apparendy airborn€,
aniving kom dGtant cent€rs of popula,
tion and industrg. Th€y are thus an
epiphenomenon of the American
economy and the way we live: They last
a long time in the riv€rs and soil, enter
the food chain, and accumulate expon€n
tiallg as ihey asc€nd it.

And thus th€ bird sp long associated
wiih the iron reallti€s of human history
regards its clirmsy, pleading offsprins,
hesiiat€s between connicting instincts,
thet b€nds down and tears at fhA small
striper, bolts tt down greedily. In this way
the iron realities of history are ingesied
inio it, working within its proc€sses of
metabolizaiion and pro creation, and
againsi their purposes.

We have always looked admiringlg
and longingly, and y€twith a certain kind
ot fear, ai ihe eagle, and associat€d ii with
aU ihat our frightening power is capable
of. We now need to look ai it in a mole
comprehensive way, which will recognize
thatthe bird we have daimed as an em,
blem of our dominion, our capaciti€s,
and our aspirations alSo carries within it
a messagethai w€ have plant€d ihere. It
isa message of our common vulnerabil,
itv.

By Frank Burroughs
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/\UR LATEST YEAR was a remark
\-/ ableyear of firnncial aeansion with
revenues up 43% fiom 1996, iecord l€!.
els of grant funds receined, a hro fold in-
creas€ in membership revenue and the .
most suc€€ssful year of special events in
our ru$ory

Major granls rec€ived in 1997 came
{rom the o(idcijr H€rihge tund (land pro-
tection efforts), the John M€rck Fund
{toxics education) and the Fnck Founda-
tion (in supportofth€ Execltive Directdri.

Membership r€v€nhe r€{lects greater
generosity from our conslih.rcnis. Wethank
our members for this vot€ of support and
confidence in FOMB. Our 1997 events
w€le w€ll support€d by members and vol-
unteeE and included our auction wlich
exceed€d $10,000 in revenu€s- .

Our most substaniial expenses were
wage cos8 for our R€ortive Di6ctor {the
Iirst ful year ofthis e(pense), oe€ndihres
rclated to a water quali9 study supportCd
by funding ftom a prior period grani, and
ihe costof ntwsletteF aid odrer member
communication (a totai of $4,400 was
sp€nt in printing, postage, and supplies
mosdy relat€d to mernber communica,
honl.

We ended ihe year with a surplus of
$11,000. These tunds will be used in up-
coming periods to pursue the sfud9 of and
prot€ction of the Bay area.

Thanks to all of you for your coniin-
ued financial support and for Vour int€rest
in M€nyme€ting Bay.

By Da a ca.J
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ANNUAL AUCTION RAISES
r\UR ANNUAL AUCTION
\-/EXCEEDED ALL EXPECTATIONS
by raising over g10.000 The week be,
fore the auction was to tak€ place an
anonymous donor agreed io matah up
to $10,00C ofwhat was rais€d ai the auc-
tion ihus doubling our successl

Th; evening began with a potluck
supper and sileni auciion with bjds on
everythingfrom hors€ manure to fineart.
We were serenaded by Wndy Ridg€ with.
musiciansJimmy Chard, Britt Long, and
Beth Revells generously volunteerina
their fime. Once the live auciion began,
auciioneer Phill Mcintgre €ncouraged,
teased and cajoled us into bidding hidh
and often.ln allover 100 people paliici-

$ | 0,000
pated in ihe auation. While-ihey were
having fun ihey also gr€aity increased
FO.M B:'s ability to continue programs
ihai benefii ihe Bay and surrounding
comniunities. Thank you io allrvho coni

This auciion would not have been a
succ€ss without a tremendous ainouni of
voiunt€er effort and donoi generosity. A
specialthank is due to atl of our donors.
ihe Steering Committee of FOMB. and
all who volunieered to make this ev€nt a

i hope io see you at bur 1998 Auc-
tionl

Beisy Ham

THANKS TO ALL OF YOU!
'THANK yorj To ouR AUcTroN
I DONORS our St€€rinq Commihe€

and ihe many oiher volunte€rs that made
1997 a pioductive and successful year
includins : A-1 Diner, Albert Hans€n, Alex
Pol iakoff ,  Amy & Randy Mil ler,
AndroscogginAnimalHospital, Angus
King, Ann€ Kilham, Bath Cycle & Ski.
Bath indusirial Sales, Bath Iron Work,
Bay View Planis, Bayberry Landscaping,
Becky Koulouris & Ed Haw€s, Ben &
Jerry's of Fr€epori, Bethel Poini B&B,
Brunswick, BFC Marine. Bi l l  Mi lam,
Bob & Carol Lenna, Bob & Helen Fox,
Bombay Mahal. Booidand Cook s CoF
ner,.  Bowdoin Outing Club, Bow,
doinham Antiques. Brook's Feed, Bud &
B€tty Reed, Casco Bay Lines, Chase Tav
ein Farm Alpacas, Chestnul f,lill Farm,
CHR R€aliy, Corsican Restaurant, Dana
Cary, DarcyThnlwall, Dave Berry. David
Hunt & Kathl€en Kenny, David Shiah,
Delorme Mapping, Don &Joan Lipfert,
Doris C Safford, Doug Richmond
Merrym€etlns Rowins Club,
Drasonworks, Ed Friedman & M€lli€,

. Elisabeth Webster, Elizabeth Bergstrom
& John Dimmer, Enierpr ise Farms.
Equal i ty Qui l ts,  Esiher Lacognata.
Eveningstar Cinema, Frrst Wok, For€
Street . R€siaurant. Franldin Burroughs,
Cal lery Framing. classworks, cutf  of
Maine Books, Halcyon Yarn, Hardy Boat

Cruis€s, Hafas€eket Inn, Harry prour
Prince of Parsnips, Helen Boynron,
Hugo s Bistro, Huntington Theaier Com-
pany. Jeai & Bi l l  Fawcett ,  Jean
Blanchard Interio6, Jean McKenna, Jean
Pa*er, Jim Lentz, Jim's SmeLt Camps,
Just Framing, Karin Tilberg, Katherine
Berney, L.L. Bean, Laura Wal€niine,
l jErmitage, Lesl ie Mi l is,  Linwood
Rideout, Lucreiia and Mike Woodruff,
Macky Benneti, Main Steet Dainl Trears,
Main Steei Fuel, Main€ Maritime Mu, .
seum, Marilyn Nulman-Books Repated
& Rebound, Matt & Dave'sVideo Sroi€,
M€rrymeeting Aviaiion, Merryri€eting
Farms, Micucci Whole$le Foods, Mitchell
& Savage, Morning Glory Nahrral Foods.
Mt. Pleasant Cano€ & Kayak, New

.Meadows Marine Servic€. Newcasile
Chrysler Plgmout}l, O'Farrell Gatlery, Old
Haven Engineering, Paiagonia, Patch
work Organic card€ns, ul's Marina,
Portland Greengroc€r, Prour's Farm,
Robbins Histor ical  Research, lnc.,
Robinhood Free Meetinghouse,
Robinhood Marina, Rocky Ridge Or-
chard, Ruih Ferrara, RVI. Sally Butcher,
Sarah &Allen Findley, Sheepscot Ridge,
Skolfield's Carpei Service, Small Point
B&8, Smiih s Smeli Camps. Stephen
Pelletiea-Steve & Anne Hammond, Sreve
Broole, Street & Co., Susan Fides Sdw-
ing, Swango Farm, TCBYBrunswick, The

Cannery, The tupper Club,,The Picture
Framer, The Rugged Bear, Th€ Theat€r
hoject, The Town Landing, Tidelines;l
lnc., Tom Pow€r Treats, Triangle Farm,
Two Desisning \\lomen, Vance
Steph€nson, Jim Chard, Beth Revells,
Brit Lons, Phill Mclniyr€, Jim Wetch,
Bo.rdoinham Corhmunily School, SAD
75, Mike Haskell, John Ferdico, Ctancy
Cummins; Jean Bail€y, Jing€r Howell
Martin, Stev€ Sandau, Reed Party and
Paper Ben and Jerry's of Freeport, Joe
Kellev, The Frick Foundation, The Day-
ion Foundation Depository, tvo inony-
mous donors, Leo Redfern, CarblJack,
Tim and Sue Shepard, Steven Cox, Betsy
Steen, Rich Konrad, AnneHayden, Kate
and Andy Cutko, Malcolm and Lucille
Jewell. Steve Taylor, Kaihleen Mcced,
Michael HeIz, Anne Hagskom, Fran
Rudolph, Tom Squires, Peter Washburn,
John Sowl€s, Nick Bennet i ,  Barry
Mower, Mke Mlam, Dory Ke:stnea Unda
Welc}, Sieve Mierzykowski, Pat Corr,
Sarn Buicher, H€nri caudet, tnis Win-
ier, G€ne Dumont, Charli€ Todd, Will
Brune, John Deh-veiler, Fran Leyman,
Rupert Neily, Tomlin Coggeshall; Com,
munig of L€arners, Jim Moulton, Lqke
Miichell, Micheue f-\€arns, Nancy Oden,
John Dieffenbach€FKratl, Bob Houston,
Cindy Sinclair, Bowdoin Cenrrat Schoot,
D'erdre Fohlin, Ed Cilfillah.
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THE HEALTH OF THE BAY
I\/ERRYMEETING BAY AN
I' I ENVIRONMEMAL REVIEW
commissioned by FOMB and funded
by a grant from th€ Davis Conservation
Foundation, has recendg been com-
pleted. FOMB will use the report to
identifu what should and can be done
to ptoiect and improve ihe health of
the Bay.

A review of the information availabl€
on ihe Bay revealed that relativ€ly little
quaniitaiive data exisi io shed light on
the health of ihe Bay ecosysiem- Home
to endangered species, critical to tens of
thousands of mi$ating and residentrva-
terfowl, habitat for recovering .popula- .
tions of anadromous fish, and a rar€ eco
system, ii is stunning thai so litde infor
mation on this remarkable water body
exists. This may be because, as an un-
usual torm of aquat ic ecosysiem,
Merrgm€eting Bay is not often sh.rdied
by r€searchers familiar with mor€ com-
mon {ormS such as estuaries or lakes.
Also, tid€s and currenb rnake it difficult
to gei a iesearch vessel into the Bay to
colleci samples and data,

The report beg:ns with a description
of the Merrymeeting Bay ecosgst€rn.
Called "iidal riverine" and "an inland
d€lia", ihe Bay is neiiher river, lake nor.
estuary, but a h!,brid ol ecosystem types
ihat is quite unusual. At the convergence
of t],vo greai rivers, ii is much more like a
fteshwater river than a bay, butwith t o
sjgnificant differences: 1) ii is partially
impounded by the constriclionknown as
the Chops and 2) ii i"s subj€ct io tbe ac
tion of ihe tides Unlike mcist rivers, the
Bay has vast vegeiated intertidal flats
which suppoita very productive and di
verse biological commun'ii B€cause ihe
Bay is abalow, the relatively large vol
ume of wai€r flowing through the Bay
combines with ihe effeci of the tid€s io
limit the shatification ofthe water column
that characierjzes most bays {as well as
lakes). Finally, although subject io the:

: aciion of the tides (undoubtedlg th€
source of iis identificaiion as a "bay"),
th€ Bay is essentiallg lieshwaier in na
ture with litile oI the biological commu-
niiy associated rvith marine and estua-

The unusual nature olihe Bay is thus
a tunction of physical forces: h)"'o vast
waiersheds (9,320 square miles, more
than one th'rd of the siaie of Majn€l re,

EXAMINED IN NEW REPORT
lpase a arge f lou or hesfud(er and dt-  Onqoing o.pdnograpl- ic rp<parch In
renddnt .pdrmpn-s Inro rhe Bay. geology l\4e.ryrreetllq Bay. rhe ,o*er Kennebe,
consirains ih€ movemeni of wat€r and River and nearby estuaries, indicaieslhai
s€dimen[ from ihe Bay to the lo$,er the Bay is a "sLrrprisingly strong'sourc€
Kennebpc p-ruary. and ,rgni f icdnr r idal  or organrr mdler lal  and nul-renls.  h I ,
forces further affeci sediment and water unknown how much ofihis source isdue
movemeni to polllrtion Clearly, the Bay is subj€ci

Plant growth is the basis of the.Bay's io much l€ss organic pollution ihan it was
food chain. The high degree of fiushing thirty years ago, Consiruction of sewage
in the Bay prev€nts phloplankton ftom treatm€nt planis, resiriction olindusirial
,  onrnbut ingsrqn.frcdnlvlo pldr-  gro{t i  dumping dnd el imrnarron or log dnves
Houever rootpd aqrarrc nldnts.  ,u.h as have $ea v reduced rhe amount or ol
! . r ld rrce. nournh \prp dnd rustdin high ganrc naner rea.hrng rhe Bay. Even ar
lev€l\ of planl prod uaion Allhoughfiprp ire worst, Merrymeelins Bay probablv
are no data oir the net productivih, ofthe fared betterthan oth€rwater bodi€s sub-
Bay, it is likely that ii is a nel expoiier of jeci io organic €nrichm€nt. Rapid flush
productivity, supporiing ecosystems to ing ofthe Bay mosi likelg removed a iarge
which it is co.nect€d. In this and other perc€ntag€ ot maierial imported to the
ways, ihe Bay is iniesally conneci€dwith Bay. Tidal currenis contribuied to ihe
other €cosystems. rapid decomposition of remaining or-

While little informafion exisis describ- ganic maiter tbrough aeration of sedi-
ing ihe Merrymeeting Bay ecosystem, ments and the water coluin.
even f€wer quantitaiive daia are avail The distribution of toxic contaminants
ab e on rhe envirorn,nldl qualirv ol the In Merrvmcerins Bay most ljkply rpfle.Ls

. continu.d ok page 6
Buy.

WINTER SIGHTINGS
- T  H ] S  J A N U A R Y  A S  T H E  R A I N

.1, FELL and the power farled I looked .
oui atthe ic€ coveied apple 6€e io se€ ,..
a nock of lobins?ll I have received s€v-
eral sightings {iom people around th€ Bay
of lais€ flocks of 50 or more robins. Did
th€y, like some of our
members, thihk i t
would b€ a mild winter
ihis year and stay here
insiead of heading iur
ther South?

Othersighiings neai
the Androscoggin in'
c lude a red tai led
hawk, coopers hawk,
sharF shin hawks,
northern harrier and a
kestrel, ashrike, a flock of B0 cedarw:rx-
wings and 20 redpolls. Near the Muddy
a barred owl, ihree bald eagles, a flock
of 30 €venins srosbeaks and a pileated
woodpecker i.lere seen Flocks of snow
buntings areback near the Kennebec and
bald eagles were siqht€d soaring over
head. A barrows rlolden eye duck was

seen on th€ Kehnebecin Baih. On€ greai
blue heron was sighied in a snow storm
in November on the Androscoggin and
anoiher was seen fishing off the ice ol
the Abagadassei in Deeember. In
Dresden and all around the.tsay great
aciivity was reported at the bird feeders

with bluejays, doves,
nuthatches, chicka-
dees, cardinals and
soldfinches and mang
kinds of sparrows all
panakrng.
'  i  nanK you ro
Carol Jack, Marilyn .
Cary. Inbe Fosier and
oih€ts who reported
sightjngs foi us this Fall
and Winier. Our next

newsletterwill be published in th€ Spring
just in iim€ to r€port all ihe inieresting
miEatory birds you see. Please letJoan
Lipfert in Woolwich at 443-8751 or B€tsy
Ham know about your Spring sighiings
by May tirst for the Spring issue of Mer,
rym€eiing News We lote io hear from
vou.
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THE HEALTH OF THE BAY EXAMINED IN NEW REPORT

the disidbution of muddy sediments- The
locaiiot ot these sedimenis is known ohly
in a general sensei they occur in the back-
waiers and €ddies of th€ Bay where cur-
ients are slowesi and where. aquatia veg-
etation is conc€nhated. Unfortunately,
thdse areas are not very 3ccessible b9
boai, the standard ineans of collecting
sedimeni samples lor analysis of toxic
contamination. Sediments from the mor€
accesaible parts of th€ Bay have beeo
anaLyzed for some toxic coniaminants.
Wiih some exceptions, toxics do not ap-
p€ar to have acclrinulat€d to threatening
levels in these areas. Howet€( mor€ r€-
search is needed on toxic levels in muddy
areas. lt is possibl€ that flushing also pro-
tects the Bay from excessive accumula-
tion of toxics: depositional a:bas below
th€ Bay should be shrdi€d car€tu&.'

Data on coni;rminanis in eagl€ eggs
arc very dishfbing. On€ €gg from a n€si
in Bowdoinham exhibiied th€ highest
conc€nhation of didxin ever medsured
in any biobdical sample, over 2000 times

. ihe level cohsidered to be safe by the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Sewice. Because tbe
source of eagle prey is noi ivell under
stood, it is unclear what rol€ the health
of tie Bay plays in eagle contamination. '

In summary, environmental data fiom
Merryme€ting Bay are inconclusive in
d€t€rmining ihe health of thg Bay. The
status of anadromous fish and waterfowl
populdtlons is of cirncern; however, these
species spend part of their life clrale or
part  of  each year outside of
Merrlyneeting BaV where they may be
subj€ct to €nvironmental shesses noi
found in ihe Bay. Eagles and ospreys

continued from page 5

have made'a dramatic recovery in
Meftymeeting Bay and, yet, we know
that at least the eagles are still hea\dy con-
taminated. Research on nuhieni l€v€ls
indicat€s that the Bay is.moderately eri-
riched- Rapid flushing of the Bay may-
minimiz€ the ill effects from such enrich-
ment. Finaliy, there is insufficient data to
adequately characterya sediment or bi-
otic contamination in th€ Bay.

The report concludes with a s€ries of
recommendations for continued protec-
.tion and restoration of Merryrneeting
Bay. These recomm€ndations anticipate
a three stage pJoc€ss: ciaraclerization of
th€ structure and function of drc Bay eci
syst€m, assessment of human impacts
and threats, and effective management.

Anne Hayden

. EASEMENTS OBTAINED ON THE ABAGADASSET AND EASTERN RIVER
EAsTERN RtvER EASEMEMT EXPANDGD

It is a pleasani Octoberdag as I siand
on Trm qnd Sue Shepard's pioperty near
ihe mouth ofthe Eastern on Rt. 128 and
look out orrer the Bay at
Swan Island. f im i! describ'
ing his duck iunting suc
c€sses of th€ year when we
look up to see a verg fat
porky pine high in an 6ld
pine h€e busy atwork mak-
ing a new hole- The dog
PaYs no atteniion, PerhaPs
he's learned from €xperi-

I have ihb pleasure of
Tim's company beq;us€
Tim and Su€ Shepald are
generously donating an ad-
ditional €ight acres to theit
already. exlsting €asement

new addition has frdniage
on Rt.  128 and views of
>wan lsland and the bay rl
further protects shore froniage on ih€
Eastern by increasing the distance of a
no build, restrictive cut, btrffer zone ftom

the River to nearly 500 f€et. This area
also contains and buff€rs highesi vaLue
habitat of national importance accord-

ing io the U.S. Rsh and Wildlife S€rvi:ce.
We are grateful to T_rn and Sue and

John and Fran for their generosity. We

continued toth Page 1

hav€ r€lied on tha continued support and
assistance from Maine Wetlands Cqali-
tion partneys to complete both. of these

€as€ments. The funding we
received from the Ouidbor
Heritage Fund grant passed
through io us by lnland
rrshenes ano w otrc 4ls0
assisted us in obtainihg
thes€ €asements.

Friends of Merryrne€l
ing Bay hop€s that these
key parcels wili provide an
example and incentive for

' other landown€E to protect
their own kev parcels of
land on ile Eastern and
other parts of ihe Bay. As
Ed Friedman noted in his
y€ar end review, this is a
particularly good time to

. donate basements as we
may be able to us€ the value

of ihes€ eas€(nenis to obiain federal fund.
ing to frotecl rirore land around the Bayi

Betsy Ham
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V'INTER SPEAKER SERIES
OuI Winter Speakers Series has gotten
off t9 a good siart with informative sp€qk-
€rs addressing issues of iniportance to the
Bay including the geology and archeol'
ogy of ihe Bay, Edwards Dam and con-
servation easements. Word of these in
formativ€ €venings nas spread with any-
where lrom 50-100 people in attendance
td hear the December and January
speak€rs. Ifyou haven'i had a chance to
join us yet ihis year there are still some
great speakers yet io come. Progams ar€
free and open to iha public. They iak€
place on the third Wednesday of ev€ry
month is€€ schedule pg 8) Join us and
bring a friend!

GooD LucK To CIANCY
If our grammar is off and a few words
miss spelled you will have to forgiv€ us.
Claircy Cummins our newsletter editor
has noi been feeling well and was un-
able to h€lp us with this add'tion. All of
us at Friends of Merrymeeiing Bay rvish

ATTENTION: ARTTSTS
FOMB would like to feature drawings
and sk€tches of local flora, fauna, and
landscap€s. Anyone wishing to submii
a drawing may do so by sending it
(along with p€-paid return envelope)

564 Cathance Rd.
Topsham, ME 04086

Any arllrork seni wiih pre paid return
envelop€ will be prompdy r€tirrned,
and used with the understanding that .
such artlvork is to be us€d only for the
purposes ol ihis newsleiter

Clancy good luck and a speedy recov-
ery. Us n€€dsyou G€al bad).

Thank you to: Jos€phine Mussomeli and
David Hans€n far designing this issue of
MMNews.

.e< 9< $< ,< :< e < k

Friends of Merrymeeting Bay, PO. Box 233, Richmond, Maine 04357
ANNUAL DUES $15.00. E Renewat

tr $15.00 enclosed ior individual membership. D $20 Family

O $30 Contribuling D $50 Supponing tr $100 Sponsoring O

tr ! j enclosed as an additional tax.deduclible donarion.

D $6.00 enclosed for a copy of
Conservation Options: A Guide

)z5u )usrarnrnq LJ +JUv+ beneraclot

Naiqe

RR# on Srnesi Aooness

TowN / SrArd ZlP
for Maine Landowners.

ior the book, $1 for postage)

FRIENDS OF
SrcERrNc CoMMlrTTF

MERRYI4EETING BAY

frank Bunorg\s. 8J Wallenune Rd . Bowdoinham 04008 .. . . b66 5a7q
Dana Cary, 1052 Foteside Rd.. Topsham 04086.. ...:.......:'rreastret .7294945
Susan Fides, 152 McKeen Si., Apt A-3, Brunswick 04011 . . ... .... ...: ..721 9764. 
Ed Friedman 42 Sievens Rd.. Bo!,rdoinham 04008......... chai*"". .666-3372
qteve Hammond. I Grovp Sr Barh 04530 : .. .... .. .. ... 442-8535
Kathleen K€nny, 30 Dogleg Lane, D-esden 04342 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , :?37-2511
Esiher Li lcognaia, 19 Elm St. ,  Topsham 04086 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  7294088
Don and Joan Lipfert, RR 1, Box 650, Woolwich A45?9 .,..............Zr',3-8751
Robert Lenna. PO. Box 185. Bowdoinham 04008 . . . . . . . . . . . : . . . . . . . . . . . . .666-8421
Pat Maloney, 31 Bridge St. ,  Topsham 04086 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  729-8941
Tenley Meara. RR I Box 96. Topsham 04086 . . . . . . . . . . .  va€ c1dm"n . .725.2738
Jay Robbins, PO. Box 9, Richmond 04357.. . . . . . . . . : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .73'7-2239
Kann Trlberg. c Marn Sr. .  Bowdoinham 04008 . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . .  . . . . . .666-5902
Warren Whitney. 145 Pork Pt Rd., Bowdoinham 04008 .:...... s"oet 'v . 666'3376

CoNsERvArpN & STEW RDsH'p CooRo'N ror:

Karin Tr lbers. (s€e above) . .  . . .  . .  . .  
:

HaNDs A^ouND rHE BAy C
Pat Maloney (see above) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  -  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , . . .

Sftc'a EvEr.rs cooRD'NAro
Jean Parker, Hockomock island, RR 1 Box 1785, Woalwich}4s7g .. 442-O9A2

666 5902

129-4941

PHoorE
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OTHER EVENTS

March 2O - 22

A Peoples Energy Quilt for th€ 21st
C€nturyan energy conf er€nce sponsored
by Th€ Kaiahdin qnter for Educaiion
and Research io be held at ChevJonki
Foundation in Wiscasset ca\ 737-2488
for more in{ormation and registration
mat€rials.

April 18 and May 2

Habiiat for Wildlife, a t o-part work-
shop lApril 18 class room, May 2 in the
field) from 8:30 AM - 3 PM for landown-
€rs, land irusis, conservation commis-
sions and oth€r! interested in enhancing
habitat foi wildlife. The program will iake
place in th€ Bath arca,.preregistration is

MARKYOUR CALENDAR!

rfuexos or urnnYMEETtNG BAY'S
I997.I998 wlNTER SP.EAKER SERIES
? 00 PN4.. Bedm C]as6room, VisualArB Cenler
Bowdoin College, Brun$^/ick, Maine
(exc€piions noted)

Malt 1E

April 15

May 20

Shipbdldins and Shipping tn M;rrym€etind Bay
Nathan Lipferr, Maine Maribme Musium

Dioxin in our Environment
Nick Bennett, Slaff Scientist. NRCM

Birds of Merrymeeting Bay
Pet€r Vickery, Ornithologist (tncaiion TBA in Richmondl

requir€d, call Nancy Coverstone, U. of
Maine Coopetative Ettension, at 1-800'
287-1458. Cost for bolh sessions is $1O.

MennYMosirrNc BAY.
PO- Bor 233, Ri€hmdnd, ME 04357
Return Service Requested

t.997 lN REVIEW
S€e page I
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